
 

Grade Selection Policy 

Flinders Hockey Club is keen to provide hockey for all players at an appropriate standard. Players should have 
the opportunity to play in the highest grade possible if they have sufficient skills. They should play in a team 
where they are more likely to use all their skills. 

Generally our policy is for players to play in their own age group but occasionally circumstances may make it 
more appropriate for a player to play out of their age group. Such a decision would be made after discussion with 
the player and parents. It may require a permit from the Port Lincoln Hockey Association, as outlined in the Junior 
Guidelines. 

Grade Selection Process 

For A Grade Selection, a Panel consisting of the A Grade Leadership Team and Two Representatives nominated 
by the Flinders Committee  will be formed for selection purposes.  Grade Leadership teams require a minimum of 
three (3) panel members to form a quorum. The initial selection process will occur during the pre-season training 
and practice match sessions. A Grade will consist of (7) seven core players which are only playing in the A Grade 
Level, and no more than (12) twelve auxiliary A Grade players which may include both Seniors and approved 
Juniors. Of the auxiliary players, the positions and availability will be rotated at the discretion of the Coach 
throughout the season allowing for player absence, illness, injury or availability.  The Panel will be looking for 
physical attributes such as speed, strength, agility, endurance, power and flexibility; and skill attributes such as 
technique, tactical awareness, potential, coachability, positional qualities and specialist skills. 

For B Grade Selection, a Panel consisting of the B Grade Leadership Team and Two Representatives nominated 
by the Flinders Committee  will be formed for selection purposes. Grade Leadership teams require a minimum of 
three (3) panel members to form a quorum. The initial selection process will occur during the pre-season training 
and practice match sessions. B Grade will consist of (7) seven core players which are only playing in the B Grade 
Level, and  subsequent  auxiliary B Grade players, of which Senior players have precidence, but may include 
both Seniors and approved Juniors to bring the team to a full (16) players during game day. Of the auxiliary 
players, the positions and availability will be rotated at the discretion of the Coach throughout the season allowing 
for player absence, illness, injury or availability.  The Panel will be looking for physical attributes such as speed, 
strength, agility, endurance, power and flexibility; and skill attributes such as technique, tactical awareness, 
potential, coachability, positional qualities and specialist skills. 

The Panel will take into consideration: 

o Previous form (e.g. last year for those who played at Flinders) 

o Attendance at training 

o Performance at training and practice matches 

o Performance in games 

o Match game availability 

o Physicality – ability to fulfil the position/s required and have suitable fitness and skills to do so. 

 

Selection is a continuing process therefore players, outside of the core players, may be promoted or demoted 
during the season depending upon how their performances are rated against the above criteria. If players or 



parents are not happy with the result of the selection process, then please feel free to discuss with the Coach in 
the first instance, secondly the Panel will be requested to make a judgment, and finally if not resolved refer to the 
Flinders Complaints Procedure for the processes to follow. 

It is important for players and parents to remember that the selection process is sometimes painful for both 
players and officials. Please also remember that all coaches and officials are volunteers putting in a considerable 
amount of time and effort to enable all players to play hockey. Unsuccessful applicants will be provided with 
feedback for individual progression if requested. 


